THE LINGUISTIC PROBLEM
provincial link among the speakers of the different
Aryan languages and dialects of the north. "There
is no doubt that there is a common element in the
main languages of northern and central India which
renders their speakers without any great cons-
cipus change in their speech mutually intelligible
to, one another, and this common basis already
forms an approach to a lingua franca over a large
part of India/'1 Hindustani, the principal dia-
lect, of western Hindi, is not only a local verna-
cular, but is also spoken over the whole of the
North and West of continental India as a second
language, a lingua franca employed alike in the
court and in the market place by everyone with any
claim to education.2
"The anthropologist can distinguish several
1 racial stocks in this peninsula, as in our own
island (Great Britain), intermingled in varying
proportions. The diversity of a language is a
real impediment to unity, though it is much
less serious than most of us suppose. Only
twelve languages need be reckoned. There
are many more in Europe. Those of northern
1 Census of India 1921, Vol. I, Part I, p.i99.
z Imperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. I, p.   365.